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s you flick through this magazine, I hope

you will feel the same sense of optimism

that I do. We love tradition at Radley but
we don’t spend much time reflecting on past glories.
We celebrate our present and I hope the stories in
this edition of The Radleian showcase that.

We also look to the future. Central to everything we do is
preparing boys for whichever path they choose to take. As
we start the process of developing a new strategic plan from
2025, we will, of course, be considering the impact and
importance of technology, entrepreneurship and Al But we
also need to remember, perhaps counter-intuitively, that the
values that underpin a Radley education still matter,
perhaps more than ever. There is nothing innovative about
kindness, nothing artificial about emotional intelligence
and nothing robotic about humility, but they matter. In

education and in life.

One of the features of this magazine I particularly enjoyed
reading was the article on US universities. It has been good
to see an uptick in Radleians studying overseas; this is
particularly true for our talented rowers, who have secured
places at Yale, Harvard and Stanford in recent years. ORs
Ollie Wynne-Griffith, Cameron Tasker and Hylton Harvey
have kindly shared their experiences of life in this
publication. I hope boys read it and think about the

possibilities... non-rowers included!

[ hope you enjoy 'meeting' our new Deputy
Head (Academic), Jonathan Porter. The
academic culture at Radley has always been
vibrant, but he brings fresh ideas and energy.

As we celebrate national success in robotics,
debating and public speaking; as we see boy-led
academic essay competitions developing, as we
plan new reading initiatives and as we reflect
College-wide on how and what we teach, [ am
excited about our academic programmes and

progress under his leadership.

It has not only been academic success that has
featured on a national stage of late. Our Junior
Colts are National Rugby Champions. A guitar
quartet reached a national ensemble final too.
There is so much to celebrate. But, as ever, it is
not about achievement alone. This edition of
The Radleian emphasises, as I hope all do, the
sense of a vibrant, strong community; the
people that help generate the experiences, the

experiences themselves and the optimism that

A/{
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underpins it.

.
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ROWING

ACROSS THE POND

he consistent and collective success of Radley College Boat Club is having a significant impact

on the lives of individual Radleians. An increasing number of boys who have plied their trade

on the short stretch of river between Sandford Lock and Radley are being courted by elite
American universities. In this special feature, we explore why Stanford, Harvard, Yale, Princeton and the
like are taking such an interest in our boys and share the stories of Radleians rowing across the pond.

It’s 2020, and three Old Radleians have just won bronze in the VIII at the Tokyo Olympics. Charlie Elwes (2010, J), Ollie
Wynne-Griffith (2007, D/J) and Tom George (2008, G) all left Radley to study in the USA: Charlie and Ollie at Yale, and

T R Tom at Princeton. Since then, they have been at the forefront of

.. o TETET
=N (-~ British Rowing, winning medals at World and European
Championships, and Henley Royal Regatta. Their journeys to the
top did not go unnoticed at Radley, where ‘the three’ are still
revered by boys of all ages. As well as inspiring the current crop
of Radley rowers, they have helped to cement our reputation as a
breeding ground for elite athletes, with schools and universities

across the world looking at the programme led by John Gearing

; oo and Sam Townsend with great admiration.

Ollie Wynne-Griffith and Tom George with their
European Championships medals in Belgrade.
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Ollie Wynne-Griffith, Sam Townsend (Master in Charge of Rowing), Charlie Elwes and Tom George.

Ollie, who recently completed an MBA at Cambridge and

is now training full-time ahead of the 2024 Olympics in

Paris, credits his time at Yale as the most formative of his

rowing career: “My time at Yale has had a profound

impact on my life. There is no way

[ would have made it to the Olympics
without the four years I spent out
there. The US college experience
opens doors like no other; there are
such a wide array of opportunities for
students to embrace. Both the athletic
and academic experience is first class
with access to top class professors

and coaches.

“Much like Oxbridge, the environment
feels packed with the leaders of
tomorrow. For me, this was a huge

pull and greatly aided my

Cameron Tasker.

development. Being surrounded by other highly

ambitious individuals who are dedicated to their craft

really enabled me to reach further than I ever thought

possible. Away from the water, the academic support was

first-rate. Professors were always available and the

number of contact hours each week meant I could

extract every ounce of learning from each class, even

when training full-time.”

Cameron Tasker (2017, E) is a more recent leaver who has
also made the trip across the pond. Cam, who joined us
in the Sixth Form from Norwich
School, maximised the sporting
opportunities on offer at Radley. He
represented the Ist XV at rugby and
was part of the exceptional VIII who
reached the final of the Princess
Elizabeth Challenge Cup in 2022
after beating Eton in the infamous
semi-final; widely regarded as the
race of the regatta. After their
exceptional campaign and his
subsequent gold medal in the

GB four at the U19 World
Championships, it didn’t take

long for America to come calling. Cameron was offered a
substantial scholarship to study at The University of
Washington, Seattle. As a freshman, he rowed in the
Varsity VIII which lined up against Yale and Brown, won
silver in the last year’s US National Championships, and

won The Windermere Cup against Australia.
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Cameron, now a sophomore majoring in Political
Economy, told us: “I am very grateful for the opportunity
to study and row here. Being part of the Men’s Rowing
team at the University of Washington has already been
transformative for both my athletic ability and my
personal development. It is inspiring to be surrounded
by like-minded people who are relentlessly driven in the
pursuit of a common goal. Ambition and work-ethic are
highly celebrated characteristics. The environment is
entirely geared towards maximising our potential as
athletes, and it's an incredibly rewarding process to be a
part of. Maximising learning from the classroom is also at
the forefront of the student-athlete experience, and the

academic support is top-notch.”

It is no surprise that more and more boys are looking to
the USA post-Radley. The quality of education is a real
draw for our boys, with many citing the ability to study a
range of subjects as the main reason for their initial
interest. In the USA, students choose a major which will
typically make up approximately half of their academic
timetable and can select a number of minors which
require half as many classes as a major. Additionally,

there is an option to hone in on a niche area of study

Hylton Harvey.

through concentrations. These allow students to
specialise in a specific area of their major, so a history
major might take a concentration in the history of
religion, for example. For those without a clear
employment goal, the ability to study multiple subjects
in detail is particularly attractive and, arguably, provides
more options for further study or the world of work.
Unsurprisingly, boys are attracted by the student
experience of US colleges and the significant cultural
differences from universities in the UK. Many have
travelled extensively on holiday and are excited by living
abroad, meeting new people and of new experiences.
There is likely some influence from film and television,
but many of the boys we spoke to say the student life

more than lives up to their Hollywood expectations.

Hylton Harvey (2017, J), who also rowed in the VIII which
reached the Henley final in 2022, is now a Freshman at
Stanford, an elite school in California. Majoring in
Economics, he has more than settled into life on the East
Coast: “I've really enjoyed my time at Stanford so far. You
won'’t be surprised to hear that living in California is
fantastic, the people are friendly and the students are

incredibly ambitious. By the end of my first year I will
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enerations of Radleians have sung together in

the Chapel of St Peter, but how many have

considered the organ accompanying them?
When Chapel was extended in 2021, we installed a
brand-new organ built by Nicholson’s of Malvern in
the centre of the gallery. In addition to the profound
impact the new instrument has had on the boys’
singing, the instrument has been the catalyst for a

record number of boys signing up for organ lessons. In

this short feature, we meet the boy& afd staff who have

benefitted the most and discover the role it has played

¢ : |
in their musical journey. i : ; | 1
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Radley’s first organ was built by Telford of Dublin in
1848. When the current Chapel was designed in 1893, the
instrument was moved into the centre of the west gallery.
Pressure from a growing school led to a new instrument
by Rushworth & Dreaper in 1938 which was replaced by a
Hill, Norman & Beard organ in 1979; the instrument that
most Old Radleians will remember. The planned growth
of the school roll to more than 700 boys — announced by
the Warden in 2015 - meant that a new organ was
imperative to ensure daily chapel would continue to be
part of Radley life. After a competitive tender process,
Nicholson’s was chosen and their design, which featured
three manuals and 53 stops within a brand-new oak case,
returned the organ to its rightful place inthe centre of the

west gallery.

Tim Morris, Succentor, who has been at Radley for more
than 25 years, is delighted that Radley has an (r)rgan
worthy of the beautiful chapel it sits in: “The robust
romantic voicing of the main choruses on the organ has
been a big part of supporting congregational singing in
Chapel. The generous voicing on the great is something
which Nicholson’s really enjoyed providing forus. The
swell box is sealed very tightly, and it is exttfémely |
effective so the instrument can achieve a 'g§ﬁuine : !
crescendo from the quietest to the loudesggls gives‘me

the opportunity to get the‘l)pys-ex-ei.t'edﬁbl'efb e the final

verse of a hymn and some of-gheirfavourite numbers
LB § i
have never sounded better!” W & o

For Kim (6.2, K) the new instrument has already Ihad a
monumental impact on his life. “At the start of my Fifth
year I saw the instrument and knew I had to play it! I was
a pianist already, so I had a head start, but I have
completely fallen in love with it.” Following his A-Levels,
Kim will spend a year working between Portsmouth

Cathedral and Portsmouth Grammar School, the for'gner

stomping ground of Radley’s Director of Music, ;| 1
lI { }I
|
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Sam Gladstone. He will then become organ scholar at
Selwyn College, Cambridge. Bernardo (6.2, H) will join
his close friend and musical colleague at Cambridge. He
has been appointed organ scholar at Trinity Hall from
September 2024, where he will support the musical life
of the chapel and play for regular services. Both
appointments come with an academic offer, Kim will

read music and Bernardo will read mathematics.

Kim and Bernardo both follow in the footsteps of Henry
Morris (2017, H) who spent a year at St Edmundsbury
Cathedral in Suffolk before starting as organ scholar at
Magdalen College, Oxford in September 2023. “The
opportunities for development at Radley are endless. A
beautiful new instrument, a supportive team of teachers
and, mostly importantly, the chance to accompany
services regularly. There is nothing quite like
accompanying the passionate and slightly raucous
singing of 770 teenage boys - cathedral congregations
are slightly more refined(!) - but Radley certainly
provided me with the perfect training ground for a career

as an organist. I am incredibly grateful”

The Bastyan Scholarship is available to talented organists hoping
to join Radley in the Sixth Form. The award can be combined with

means-tested financial support up to 100% of fees.

Th
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Bernardo (6.2, H).

\



10 MEET JONATHAN PORTER

MEET

JONATHAN
PORTER

onathan Porter joined the College as Deputy Head (Academic) in September 2023. After

Oundle, he went to Cambridge where he read Theology at Peterhouse. He joined the Teach

First programme and later became a founding member of staff at Michaela, a free school in
Wembley which is consistently the UK’s top school for academic progress. He rose to become Deputy
Head (Pastoral) before leaving for some extra study. We wanted to learn more about him and his

educational philosophy, so we caught up with him at the end of his first term at Radley.




What has impressed you the most about
Radley so far?

I think it’s the variety of my day. I go from teaching about
Aristotle in the morning, having lunch in our beautiful Hall,
coaching the mighty JC4 rugby team in the afternoon and
finishing the day in Chapel. There aren’t many places where

you can do all those things.
What are you enjoying most?

I'm loving my time in the classroom teaching Philosophy and
Theology. Being with the boys and teaching them about the

things I love most makes me happy.

What have you found the most difficult?

Navigating the campus! It took me ages to figure out how to
get from my office to the Sewell Room, even though it’s only
100 yards. Fortunately, the campus fits together like a little

village, so it didn’t take long to adapt.

What are your ambitions for Radley’s
academic life?

I believe in high expectations combined with high levels of
support. [ want us to be ambitious for what boys can achieve
not only in their examination results but also in the wide
range of academic pursuits available to boys at Radley.
However, that must be underpinned by high levels of support;
boys deserve the best teaching, praise for their achievements

and guidance with things they're finding difficult.

Do you have a favourite Radley quirk?

Probably Social Prayers. I love that there’s a dedicated time in
the week for a Social to invite a don in to speak about

something moderately amusing that has a bit of a moral

11

message. Spending time with dons and boys
afterwards is very special and really gets to

the heart of what makes Radley, Radley.

What'’s your dream job?

Other than this one, of course... | would
probably lead tours of the English
countryside which would encompass a bit of
light exercise, beautiful views and

occasional(!) stops at traditional pubs.

Best joke?

What did the banana say to the doctor? I'm

not peeling very well...

Dream dinner party guests?

This is going to sound incredibly geeky... but
it would be Aristotle, CS Lewis and Jonathan

Haidt, a fascinating moral psychologist.

And what story would you
tell them?

Probably when Boris Johnson watched me
teach. He got the date of Constantine’s
Conversion wrong and one of my pupils
corrected him. I was delighted that my history

class upstaged the then Mayor of London.

Top classroom tip?

Catch boys being good. There is always
something that is worthy of praise and it’s the
responsibility of a don to find out what that is

and recognise it.
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his year’s highly anticipated College Play was

Rose Lewenstein’s Darknet, a production

which tackled the burning issue of our time:
the ability to control our own data. Hamish (6.1, F)

reviews from a sold-out Theatre.

Critics beforehand suggested that the play was too ambitious
given there are over 200 lighting cues alone. However with

Ms Buse directing it was destined to be a success, and it was!
The cast and crew were made up of a mix of Radley boys and
pupils from local girls’ schools. Having watched it, it is safe to

say that they smashed it on all three of the sold-out nights.

‘ ‘ Critics beforehand suggested
that the play was too ambitious
given there are over 200 lighting
cues alone, however with Ms Buse
directing it was destined to be

a success, and it was! , ,

Unsurprisingly, the set was incredible, and I must offer my
congratulations to all the backstage crew on creating a
backdrop that added so much to the play. It was amazing to
have multiple different characters on stage each in different
areas of the world, but all connected to each other because of
the astuteness of the set design. When speaking to people after
the show and asking what their favourite part about the design
was, I got one recurring answer and that was the lighting.
Somehow the team managed to create lighting that assisted
the act happening on stage and also managed to stand out by

itself. It was incredibly impressive to watch.

®
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The casting is what really made the evening for me.
It was as if every character in the play was made for
the person who was playing the part. I must
congratulate Ms Buse for her casting which was
spot on. Konstantinos (6.2, F) played the charming
and charismatic Allen excellently, effortlessly

acting as the voice of Octopus, the data company

promoting a ‘fantastic future for all. The American '-b// ,
accent was quite something! Molly, a student at e
Faringdon Community College, stole the hearts of ﬂ @

the audience with her passionate performance as 3

we saw her play the character Kyla, a young
teenage girl who is struggling to access medical drugs for her addict mother. Kyla is forced to seek help from a
notorious hacker from her school, Jamie, played by Caspian (6.2, F). Caspian perfectly acted out the troubled,
awkward teenager and he demonstrated an impressive range of acting techniques. Most notable were the
interactions with his dad, Steve played by Rory (6.1, G). Rory’s beautifully pitched performance ensured constant
laughter thanks to his comedic acting and naive ignorance of everything going on around him. Steve provided the
perfect juxtaposition that we as an audience needed as his humour contrasted the dark themes of the rest of the
play. If I wasn’t confined to just 500 words, [ would love to give more shout-outs(!) but I can honestly say the

individual acting performances on show were outstanding.

Congratulations to the whole cast and crew on a most impressive production. I am excited to see what comes next,

a sentiment [ know was shared by the audience.

< &
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MEET THE

PHMs

t’s hard to imagine Radley life without our

capable, caring and adaptable Pastoral

House Mistresses. PHMs provide holistic
pastoral support to our boys. From day one, they
ensure they are safe, happy and cared for, and
are the first port of call when difficulties arise.
There is no typical PHM. Each brings unique
talents and experiences to the role, and their
broad range of life experience helps them to
build strong relationships with boys, staff

and parents.

To shed light on this important role, we met with Jane
Morgan (A Social), Joanna Taylor (G Social) and Anna
Coates (J Social). Jane is currently the longest-serving
PHM, having arrived in A Social to work with then-Tutor
Tom Ryder eleven years ago. Anna is the newbie of the
group, having started in J Social in September 2023. Jo is
now in her fifth year in G Social but began her career at
Radley as B Social's PHM in 1999, staying until 2005. She
returned in 2019 to see ORs as dons which was definitely

‘an odd feeling!’

We started by asking Jane, Anna and
Joanna to describe the PHM role.

Jane: It’s a bit like being a Mum to 70 boys. My children
went to boarding school, so I find it helpful to have the
experience of being a Mum to boarders. We need to be
approachable, trustworthy, liked, fun. Our role is different
to that of the Tutor and Sub-Tutor. Boys may come to us

first if they’ve done something wrong, and we can be

there to help, guide and advise. I hope the boys feel

comfortable coming to talk to us about anything.

Anna: It’s such a privilege to find yourself in that position.

Jo: I think those are the days when you feel this is what
you're here to do. When you have helped to sort
something out that is important to the boy but not
necessarily a huge issue in the grand scheme of things.

Those are the really good days.

Anna: [ think it’s the balance that’s key - to be able to
have fun with the boys but also to know the point at
which to stop. To me, it’s a bit like spinning plates;
keeping in mind all the tasks that need doing, reminding

and jollying boys along and thinking of all their

different needs.

‘ ‘ Boarding helps with boys’
independence and resilience - learning

to live and get along with people is such an
important lesson. The fact that all the boys
board here at Radley means everyone is in
the same boat. We become their family
and this is their home when they’re

at school. , ,

Jane: Part of the role is the relationship we build with
parents - I've made some lifelong friends with parents of

boys from my Social.

Anna: Building trust with parents is so important and I've
been very mindful of it as a new member of staff. It’s vital
to work with parents to build that trust and show that

their son is being really well cared for.

Jo: The quality of the relationship between boys and

staff at Radley is something I've not experienced
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anywhere else. I've worked in three schools now and 1

don’t think anywhere compares.

Jane: And the boys genuinely love it here. You can feel it
and see it everywhere. Their wellbeing and happiness is

our priority.

Tell us about your background before
you joined Radley and the skills you
have found helpful in your PHM role.

Jane: [ think all 11 of us bring different things to the role.
I did many different things before this job - I was in the
police, cabin crew, a classroom assistant in primary
schools and a personal trainer, but I never felt I'd really
found my niche. My children always told me they
thought I'd make a great matron. I saw the job advert in
The Lady and came for the interview - I'd only been here
a matter of hours and I already knew [ wanted the job.

I packed up my home and moved here two weeks later.

It was the best decision I ever made.

Anna: I'm trained as a Youth and Community Worker
and worked for the local authority for 25 years, mainly in
personal social education around drugs, alcohol and
sexual health with teenagers across Essex. For the last
five years I worked for The Children’s Society with
teenagers in social care. [t was an exciting role but very
challenging and having spent 30 years working in this
area I felt ready for a change. Friends of mine had worked
in boarding schools, in both teaching and pastoral roles,
and I'd always been intrigued by it. From their
experiences I knew what [ was letting myself in for, so the
long hours and expectations of the role haven’t come as a
shock. When my partner retired recently the time felt
right to do something different. I love the bustle of it and
the sense of community which is so strong here at Radley

- it’s like a family. That really appeals to me.

Jo: I boarded at school and absolutely loved every

minute of it. Before [ went, I'd never stayed away from

home because I got so homesick, so [ understand what
homesickness is like. After university [ went to work at
News International in marketing and advertising but
realised the job wasn’t for me. I ended up back at home
needing to find something else to do and saw the advert
for the PHM role in The Lady. My father told me [ was too
young, at 27, so I applied partly just to prove him wrong!

I loved my five years in B Social, but I felt I ought to have
a bit of a change and get some different experiences. |
always said [ would love to return and my friends told me
I was at my happiest when I was doing the PHM role. In
2019 the time was right, and an opportunity came up in

G Social.

Left to right: Joanna Taylor, Jane Morgan and Anna Coates.

What makes a boarding education
special?

Jane: Boarding helps with boys’ independence and
resilience - learning to live and get along with people is
such an important lesson. The fact that all the boys board
here at Radley means everyone is in the same boat. We
become their family and this is their home when they're

at school.

Jo: Itis very rare that the boys fall out with each other.

And if they do, they tend to sort things out very quickly.

Anna: If there’s an issue and we need to be involved, it’s
important to be able to address a situation, say what
needs to be said, and then draw a line under it and

move on.



Jane: Definitely - I can be in Sergent-Major mode,
getting everyone to strip their beds and get their dirty
laundry taken down one minute, and dancing around to

a song on the radio the next.

Jo: Radleians have a great ability to push the fun and
high jinks right to the brink and then stop before they’ve
gone too far. Cocoas, downtime - those times are my
favourite, the boys come out with such gems that

really make you laugh. I have a book of quotes and
remind them of the funnies at their 6.2 leavers’ dinner.
Traditions are also one of my favourite things

about Radley.

Jane: And all the events - The Haddon Cup, Spens

Trophy, Partsong and Declamations.
Jo: Especially supporting the Social at sporting events.

Anna: I loved hearing my boys rehearsing for Partsong -

it gave me goosebumps.

Jane: The last night of the Michaelmas Term is one of

my favourite nights — Secret Santa is brilliant fun.

What qualities and skills do you feel
you bring to the role?

Jo: Empathy, a sense of fun and getting to know the boys.

Jane: Fitness is really important to me, so I do talk to the
boys about keeping fit and nutrition. Parents are
encouraged to send the boys back with healthier tuck
boxes. We also talk a lot about the importance of

sleep and the effect of things like caffeine. I take the
Shells on early morning runs when we have the

lighter mornings.

Jo: For the new boys, tuck is a novelty when they first
arrive and if we're not careful they’ll have eaten it all in

the first week!

Anna: Awareness is important - knowing who needs a
bit of a closer eye kept on them for whatever reason. You
need to use your intuition and initiative to work out the

best time to talk to someone.

Jane: The boys often ask us about our own younger lives.
Every Wednesday, I gather the Shells together at bedtime

and tell them a story about my life; they love it!

Anna: I feel I've been able to help boys who have been
feeling the pressure of exams — we can help them see the
bigger picture and offer a different perspective if they're

getting overwhelmed.

What has made you stay or brought
you back?

Jo: It comes back to that word again: community.

Anna: Coming up the drive and spending the day here
when I came for my interview — I didn’t know what to
expect and I did have some pre-conceptions. What struck
me was the friendliness from everyone on campus,
everyone smiled - it felt warm and positive.

Jane: We genuinely love the job.

Jo: You couldn’t do it otherwise! I feel lucky to be here.

Jane: We're proud to be part of Radley.

Charlie Jennings (B Social).
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This is a difficult topic and is comfortably my ‘riskiest’
talk of the year. It is not my job to tell parents how to
parent, but I am regularly asked to share my thoughts on
the state of play for young people. There are many
experienced parents in our community and I do not
necessarily expect everyone to agree with me, but I hope

my thoughts lead to some positive conversations.

Be Realistic

This has the potential to be a difficult period for your
parenting. Boys are heavily influenced by the digital
world and, whatever our views might be, we must
understand its power. Whilst it’s nice to think that young
people only look to us - as responsible adults - for
guidance and advice, the internet is their go-to place for
information and opinion. It is on us to work with it and
shape our approach accordingly. As you begin to ‘let go’
of your sons by increasing his independence, realism is
key. Striking the right balance of his desire to experience
new things - both digitally and in the ‘real world’ - with
your family’s values will be crucial to maintain a positive

and respectful relationship.

Embrace Failure

There is an argument that the privileged boarding school
environment results in pupils with less resilience and
world-readiness than some of their counterparts in other
sectors. We might even be accused of looking after our
boys too much; wrapping them in cotton wool and
jumping in quickly when things go wrong. But we need
to allow our boys to fail. If they ‘fall over’ on smaller
issues, they will start to develop the tools that prepare

them for future challenges.

Friendship?

Don’t be your son’s friend. They need you to be their

parent. Of course, we all want to get on with our children

19

and have a positive relationship, but the distinction is
important. They need role models, mentors and guides.
You, as parents, and we, as the school, must provide them
with that, especially in the teenage years. Friendship can

come later in life.

Choose your Battles

Young people don’t just need boundaries, they want
them too. It is likely that many of the conversations you
are having with your sons at home are mirroring those
happening at school and in other houses across the
country. This, however, doesn’t mean that all the
difficult conversations can be left to us! Radley isn’'t an
outsourced parent, but we are able to give support and
perspective in challenging moments. [ take umbrage with
the good-cop-bad-cop idea; decisions about what

you are and aren’t comfortable with should be
communicated consistently with a clear rationale.
Equally, you as parents will likely challenge our
thinking on key issues and vice versa. Like all
relationships, trust is key, and communication

is crucial. We should save the ‘battles’ for when they

matter most.

Be Optimistic

Everything in the modern world is presented to

your sons in terms of crisis. Being a teenage boy

today is tough; everyone is telling them that

they’re the problem with key issues in society. Equally,
they're telling them they’re the catalyst to positive
change. The boys need optimism and a bright

sense of what is possible. They have an awful lot to offer
the world and their skills, knowledge and personalities —
nurtured here at Radley — will stand them in good stead
when they leave us. It is important, I think, for us to
remember they are boys with ambition, a good

moral compass and a sense of purpose. That is

something to celebrate.
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CELEBRATING

NATIONAL SUCCESS

he College is celebrating extraordinary success at a national level across all aspects of our

academic and co-curricular offer. Remarkably, all these events happened within a two-week

period, a golden moment for Radley. Celebrating achievement of all shapes and sizes is deeply
embedded within our ethos, but it would be remiss of us not to recognise the dedication and talent of

those who have achieved national success.

Robotics

Our robotics programme has grown at pace
over the last three years, with boys
consistently achieving success at the VEX
Championships. Following the achievements
of Team Allen, who came second nationally
in last year’s tournament, it was always going
to be tricky but three teams stepped up to the

plate. Team Atropos reached the quarter-final

in the Brunel division, Team Riolu reached the

semi-final of the Lovelace division and Team Polaris - comprising of Ryan (R, L), Ben (R, H), Nicholas (R, F), James (R, X),
Kaden (R, K) and Ethan (R, H) - won the Lovelace division. They qualified for the Grand Final, where they narrowly
missed out on national glory but received an invitation to the World Championships in Dallas. Team Polaris was joined
on the podium by Alastair Vaan, Head of Computer Science, who was named Teacher of the Year for his commitment to

VEX and the Radley boys.

Debating

Congratulations to Myles (6.2, D) Toby, (6.2, D) Nazrin (6.2, L)
and Mustafa (6.2, A) who debated in the National Final of the
Oxford Union Schools’ Debating Competition in March. This
follows the success of Blake (6.2, A), Mustafa (6.2, A) and
Brayden (6.2, D) who won the Regional Final of the English
Speaking Union’s Mace Debating Competition. They will travel

to Dartmouth House on Thursday 18th April in search

of the trophy.



21

Music

The Radley College Guitar Quartet qualified for the National Final of
the Pro Corda Chamber Music Festival, the only competition
celebrating small ensemble playing in schools. Moses (6.1, E), Zubyn
(R, G), Rex (R, H) and Joe (S, J) performed Quebra Cabeca by Ernesto
Nazareth to a distinguished panel of adjudicators in Central London
on Sunday 17th March. Although they didn’t come away with the
trophy, they represented the College with distinction. The previous
weekend, Kim (6.1, K) won the School Organists’ Association Young
Organist Competition. Professor Edward Higginbottom awarded

Kim the trophy for his exceptional performance on the day and his

evident potential for the future.

Hockey

As winners of the County Cup and the South Central Regional Cup, our Shell hockey team took part in the National Tier
2 finals held at Nottingham Hockey Centre. After a slow start, we performed strongly against Tonbridge (2-2), Wirral
Grammar School (1-0) and Royal Russell (3-0) to be tied at with Tonbridge at the top of the group. Penalty shuffles
would dictate who qualified for the final, but goals from Charles (S, G), Will (S, A) and Luca (S, J) secured a 3-2 victory.
Despite being the better side initially, we failed to capitalise and Nottingham High School scored an excellent short

corner to seal a 1-0 victory. It was a tremendous effort from the boys and they were a pleasure to coach.




fter a very successful season, the JCI

reached the Continental Tyres U15

National Schools Cup semi-finals.
Played in glorious sunshine, the boys secured
a 24-14 victory over a physical, athletic and
extremely skillful Millfield side at Aylesbury
RFC to progress to the final. Nick Wood,
Master in Charge of Rugby, reports on a very
special day at Saracens’ StoneX Stadium.
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Shortly after 4pm on the afternoon of Tuesday

12th March, the Junior Colts 1 rugby team was
crowned national champions: the best Under 15
school team in the country. Their place in the final
had been well earned with a series of tough, tight
encounters against, in chronological order,
Wellington, Cheltenham, Hampton and Millfield, to
leave Northampton School for Boys as the final,

sizeable obstacle.
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SCHOOLS CUP

On a wet, miserable day at the StoneX Stadium, with the entire Remove cohort waiting eagerly in the stands,
the team emerged from the tunnel with visible purpose. From the first whistle, the game was played at an
intensity greater than any of the preceding cup matches. Unable to capitalise on some early, sustained pressure,
JC1 conceded the first try as Northampton used their powerful driving lineout as a springboard for their winger
to cross the whitewash. However, drawing on the experience of the semi-final, in which Radley had conceded

first, captain Hamish (R, A) rallied the troops and the boys set about their business with ruthless determination.

Radley’s first and second tries came at the hands of Will (R, E). For the first, a dominant scrum on NSB’s line

allowed the back row to charge down their attempted exit kick. Will popped his head out of the scrum to
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dive on the ball as it landed in the in-goal area. For the
second, he demonstrated the footballing skills inherent
to the whole team, dummying his way to the line after
sustained Radley pressure. Fending all bar one of further
first-half challenges from Northampton’s formidable
forward pack (in part a result of some ill-discipline
higher up the field), Radley once again scored a
well-worked try through fly-half Ed (R, F). The defence
had been tightened through dynamic, direct forward
play before the ball was slipped deftly to the edge to
allow Ed to dive over. Manny (R, G) duly converted the
second of Radley’s three first-half tries. At half-time,

Radley were up 19-12.

Radley began the second half with boundless energy,
hammering away at the Northampton line. Unable to
cross (Hamish’s probable try blocked from the officials’
view), the NSB players sensed this was a pivotal moment
in the game. As to be expected in the top-tier final, they
threw everything they had at Radley’s defence, both
through the forward pack that had brought some success
during the first period and by attempting to play a more
expansive game. JC1, however, was more than equal to
the task. Resolute, fierce tackling at every breakdown

combined with a willingness to get back to feet and into

position before their opponents, were the lynchpins

of Radley’s steadfast defence.

They weathered the storm during the middle period
of the second half, before turning the pressure back
onto the opposition. Attacking deep in the NSB red
zone, Radley scored their fourth and final try through
some fantastic interplay between forwards and
backs, and the exceptional strength of Will (R, F)
who dived over in the far corner to seal the game.
Sadly, the team was denied one final flourish, as the
referee ruled out a fifth try in the dying moments for
a pass that drifted slightly forward; one of the tries of
the season was not to be. As the whistle blew, the

score was 24-12.

The team made College history, winning Radley’s first
national title for rugby. The way in which they got
there and how they conducted themselves
throughout makes this achievement all the more
valuable and important. Under pressure for long
periods in most of the games en route to the final, the
boys were more than equal to the task. They believed
that the way to win was to play the brand of Radley

rugby they have spent two years learning.
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Furthermore, the team epitomised the values and

character of the ‘gentlemen warriors’ the College

takes pride in creating. This character was in

abundance in the sacrifices the players made,
honouring their existing school commitments
alongside their rugby training (which came in

the form of extra training sessions bolted-on at
the expense of privis, downtime and time to relax

in Social).

Having achieved their ultimate aim whilst remaining
true to the College’s sporting principles makes this
accolade truly special. Of course, it was not just the
team who made sacrifices: I owe an enormous debt
of gratitude to Mr Fergus Taylor and Mr Charlie
McKegney for their sustained efforts over the last
two terms; to the S&C team, ably led by Mr Harry
Waine; to Sarah and Adam, our two excellent
medics; and to all the parents who have picked up
the pieces in between games, changed their plans at
late notice, and have continued to give their
unwavering support for the rugby programme at
Radley. To see parents, boys and coaches celebrating
together in such good heart after the final whistle

was very special indeed.
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e welcomed Danny Kruger MP to
the College in February to give the
inaugural Rathbone Lecture.
Following the retirement of Stephen Rathbone
in August 2023, the Warden announced this
new annual event that aims to challenge
the status quote, provokes us to think and
generates ongoing debate in the best traditions
of liberal free speech. It is named after Steve
who stood for those values throughout his long
and distinguished career at the College. Ben
(V, B) reports from the Theatre.




There was a palpable sense of anticipation around the
College in the days running up to the inaugural Rathbone
Lecture. The prospect of an honest, thought-provoking
speech to be delivered by Danny Kruger MP, combined
with the chance to ask him direct questions in a
potentially explosive Q&A, excited many, and guaranteed
a full Theatre. However, I don’t think many in the
audience could have expected an evening that fulfilled

the aims of the Rathbone Lecture so well.

Alongside a handful of
other students from
Radley and Broadway
Academy, I had the
privilege of joining
Danny for supper at
Park End (the Warden’s
house) prior to his

speech. Over a delicious

threats facing the UK today (specifically, threats to British
democracy) and then offering up some solutions to these
problems. The audience was attentive, with many clearly
giving Danny’s views serious thought, reflected in a
probing O&A that demonstrated a high level of

engagement with Danny’s speech.

Initially, Danny responded to questions about
his speech, it wasn’t long before he was welcoming
questions on many

topics, including his

X charity work, the
controversial actions of
' Sir Lindsay Hoyle who,

a few days before the
lecture, permitted a
Labour amendment on a
SNP opposition day, and

other contemporary

John Moule, Warden, Stephen Rathbone and Danny Kruger MP.

dinner, conversation

flowed freely, rapidly proving Danny was anything but
your ‘typical Tory MP’. We first discussed Danny’s
charity, Only Connect, an organisation that aims to
prevent youth crime, before moving onto his work as
Boris Johnson’s political secretary in 2019 and his
‘controversial’ views on issues such as euthanasia (which
he opposes) and nuclear families (which he strongly
supports). What was deeply impressive, whether you
agreed or disagreed with Danny’s stance, was his
combination of a rigorously logical intellectual process
that led to the formation of his views, and his genuine

passion for the issues we discussed.

Following dinner we moved to the Theatre for Danny’s
lecture, a discussion of the key steps that the UK needs to
take both to combat internal issues it faces, and to
remain relevant in an increasingly unstable and violent
world. In front of a full crowd, Danny started to lay out
his argument, first providing some context to this by

explaining to us what he believes to be the greatest

issues such as the
environment, housing and living costs, LGBT rights and
immigration. Not only was the level of mutual respect
between the questioner and Danny commendable, but so
was Danny’s passion, force and composure in answering
often very difficult questions. By the end of the evening,
his capacity to inspire deep thought on issues so close to
his heart was appreciated by everyone present. The
Warden summed up his speech perfectly: “You may
expect to hear what many would regard as a typical Tory
MP express concern over immigration; but you would
not expect to hear about youth crime, or housing costs
for the young”. Whilst also discussing the headlines,
Danny provided a unique, honest and refreshing take on
many of the lesser heard about but vitally important

challenges millions of people in the UK face.

To be involved from start to finish in Danny Kruger’s visit
and the Rathbone lecture was a great privilege for which
I'm incredibly grateful. I could not imagine a speaker who

achieved the aim of the lecture so perfectly.
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CONCERTO

& CHORAL
CONCERT

ilk Hall played host to an extraordinary concert on

Sunday 17th March. Boys, staff and members of the

local community united to give a performance so
special that the evening has been widely-acknowledged as

the most impressive Radley concert in recent memory.

Sam Gladstone’s energy, vision and unwavering commitment to
excellence have been the catalyst for an astronomic rise in the
quality of music at Radley over the last five years. This Concerto

and Choral Concert, featuring more than 200 performers,

evidenced how far the College’s musical
provision has come. In what is expected

to be one of the last concerts in the current
Silk Hall before the music school is
refurbished, the boys’ talent was evident

for all to see.

Mozart's Oboe Concerto in C Major was the
perfect tonic to the rain which had fallen
heavily throughout the week. The light and
delicate playing of Geoffrey (6.2, D) was
matched by subtle and considered
accompaniment from the experienced
chamber orchestra, which comprised of
visiting music teachers and local
professional players. Oboists are used to
playing the first note of a concert, but
Geoffrey handled the inevitable pressure
of opening a concert with a well-known

concerto admirably.




Performing a concerto with orchestra is, arguably, the
pinnacle of solo instrumental performance; a musical
cup final. Yiyang (6.2, C) chose his piece wisely. The slow
second movement of Bartok’s Viola Concerto is deeply
spiritual and the warm, sonorous sound of Yiyang’s viola

beautifully captured the mood of the music.

Poulenc’s Gloria, written in 1959, was a hit with audiences
from its very first performance. The words of the Mass
are set to fresh and vivacious accompaniment or, in
Poulenc’s words, “like angels sticking out their tongues
and some solemn-looking Benedictine monks playing
football”. Choral Society, which comprises staff, partners
and members of the local community, combined with
our Chapel Choir to create a large chorus. The singers
demonstrated a wide range of musical personalities,
effortlessly shifting between piratical swagger and
spine-tingling beauty. Lucy Cronin, one of the College’s
singing teachers, sang the solo soprano line with
understated elegance; her voice floated above the
orchestral texture as if a leaf in the autumn breeze.
Poulenc’s half hooligan, half monk personality certainly
came through, and the rapturous applause from the

audience signified a job well done.

After a jazz-accompanied interval, the professional
orchestra temporarily made way for the College’s
Symphony Orchestra which gave an assured
performance of the first movement from Dvordak’s
Symphony No. 8. Written four years before his more
famous ‘New World’ Symphony No. 9, the piece tested

the boys, but they rose to the challenge. Like the Poulenc
in the first half, the opening movement of Dvotak’s 8th is
one of two personalities. The mournful opening section
grew in energy and optimism, and it was clear the boys
were enjoying the joyful spirit of the piece. The music -
ably performed — was a splendid example of how the sun
seems to shine more brightly after it has been darkened

by passing shadows.
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Three more concerto performances followed. Nielsen’s
Flute Concerto is renowned for its difficulty and
expressive musical colour palette. Bernardo (6.2, H) had
the tricky passages firmly under his fingers and brought
a calm and serenity to the more lyrical, expansive
phrases. Similar could be said for Wallace (6.2, E). His
rendition of the Saint Saens’ Cello Concerto brimmed
with confidence. Played without a score, Wallace
demonstrated a real mastery of his instrument, holding
the audience in the palm of his hand as he effortlessly
balanced technical flourishes with soaring melody. The
concert ended with Kim (6.2, K) performing Ravel’s
exuberant Piano Concerto in G. Ravel never intended for
this work to be profound, he simply wanted to entertain.
Kim’s performance certainly fit the brief, showcasing

real virtuosity, energy and joy.

Wallace (6.2, E).

This wonderful concert was the culmination of many
months of hard work from boys and staff, but also the
result of genuine ambition. Our boys thrive when set a
challenge and they certainly rose to the occasion, giving

a concert that will long live in the memory.
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he annual 6.1 play saw
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St of Radle'ig:ls, alongside

girls from local schools,

Jur Countgy’s Good [9)%
Timberlake Wertenbaker. Ht 1, C)‘ his verdict and
"

outlines how the cast captured the spiri 1€ €

]

The 6.1 Play, Our Country's Good, is a masterpiece by Timberlake Wertenbaker. ‘\’
This production, directed by Amber Wiles with pre€ision, acgutach

d perfdrmers.

ship irrix{ng i

excellence, was an inspired choice for a cast of seas

unfolds against the backdrop of the first fleet of cor

It explores the harsh conditions of the
Australian colony, the dehumanizing
treatment of prisoners, and the efforts of
Governor Arthur Phillips to rehabilitate

rather than punish them. Under Phillips’
direction, a play is organised, with Second

Lieutenant Ralph Clark overseeing the L ‘ v i J A

Al

convicts, in the hope that the redemptive

power of theatre can uplift their spirits.

—
The production, brought to life thanks to outstanding performances by boys in

-
6.1 year, captivates with its historical ac y and thought-provoking narrative.

William (6.1, F) embodied the determine compassionateiGovernor Arthur

Phillips, while Blake (6.1, A) convincing ayed the opposition in Major

Robbie Ross. Cosmo’s (6.1, D) portrayal of R3 was also nuanced, captur

the essence of a young officer navigating moral d Ist adversity.

Our Country's Good explores themes of redemp
transformative power of theatre. Through hu
into the human condition, highlighting the capaci

even in the bleakest of circumstances. We see the me



profoundly as the characters unite in the face of adversity. This is displayed strongly as the Captains and Majors convene
to discuss the fate of the convicts, with standout performances from Jamie (6.1, C) as Captain John Hunter and Rory

(6.1, G) as Captain Jenny Campbell. Their nuanced and humorous portrayals added depth to the scene, amplifying the
tensions and excitement of the situation. Special mention must also be made of Charlie (6.1, G), whose portrayal of

Robert Sideway injected the production with humour, energy, and depth.

The accurate costumes created by Lianne Oakley-Rowland, reflecting
the era, enhanced the authenticity of the production and brought the
story to life. This year’s 6.1 Play was a triumph of storytelling, blending
historical events with poignant themes, humour and captivating

performances. The audience was certainly impressed.

31



RADLEY

radleycollegeoxon RadleyCollege u Radley College n Radley College



