


Scholarships at Rugby School
Being awarded a scholarship to attend Rugby School is an honour in recognition  
of your prowess in a particular area. 

We offer seven scholarships – Academic; Music; Art; Design & Technology; Sport; 
Performing Arts; and Computer Science. We hold dedicated assessment days for 
each of them. 

If you are awarded a scholarship, your school fees (including the cost of boarding) 
may be covered by a means-tested bursary support of up to 100%. 

A Sports Scholarship is for athletes who demonstrate excellence in our core team 
games. For boys this means rugby, hockey, cricket or tennis. For girls it’s netball, 
hockey, cricket or tennis. 

You do not need to play all of these sports to be considered for a Scholarship. We 
will award a Scholarship based on excellent/potentially excellent performance in 
one of them, or very good performance/potentially very good performance in two 
or more of them. 

As a Sports Scholar you will be expected to be both aspirational in playing your 
own sports, and inspirational to other students.

– 1 –



Sport at Rugby School
Sport is for everyone at Rugby School and is integrated into the curriculum so  
that every student has access to physical exercise every day. 

As well as our core sports, we provide 20 other team and individual sports so  
that every student can find something they enjoy and in which they can develop 
their skills. 

It is not unusual for us to manage more than 40 fixtures against six different 
schools every week. 

Our core sports facilities are exceptional and are all on-site:
	 •	� 8 rugby pitches, including The Close where the game of rugby football  

was created
	 •	 3 astro-turf hockey pitches
	 •	 9 netball courts
	 •	 8 cricket squares, all with stitched wickets
	 •	 8 artificial cricket nets, 12 grass nets and 4 indoor nets
	 •	 35 tennis courts

We also have:
	 •	 2 polo fields
	 •	 3 squash courts
	 •	 2 rackets courts
	 •	 2 fives courts
	 •	 A 25 mm swimming pool
	 •	 12 sailing boats 
	 •	 3 fitness gyms
	 •	 A golf driving and putting area
	 •	 A dance studio

We pride ourselves on the quality of our professional coaching and on the 
equipment we use which helps athletes perform to their best ability and ensure 
safety during practice and competition. 

Our Director of Sport is Debbie Skene (former Super League netball player). She 
is supported by Deputy Director of Sport James Stedman, former England hockey 
player; Michael Powell, former Captain of Warwickshire CCC who leads cricket 
coaches; and Dylan Hartley, a legendary figure in English rugby, alongside a team  
of coaches with a wealth of experience in professional and academy level sport.

Our students are supported in strength and conditioning, physiotherapy, 
rehabilitation, mentoring, sports psychology, nutrition, performance analysis and 
access to higher level pathways. 

We focus on the development of the whole athlete, not just performance.  
This includes mental, emotional and physical growth. 

– 3 –– 2 –



How to apply
Applications for a Sports Scholarship need to be made by the September a year 
before you hope to start at Rugby School (13+ or 16+ entry). Applications must 
identify at least two referees for Rugby School to contact.

A report will also be requested from the Head of your current school to establish 
that you will also flourish at Rugby, which is an academically selective school so  
you will also be sitting entrance tests.

You do not need to have a place to enter Rugby School before applying for  
a Sports Scholarship.

The assessment day for 13+ entry takes place in the November of the year before 
you hope to start, and for 16+ entry in the October of the year before you hope 
to start. You will take part, with other applicants, in activities designed to establish 
your motivation to be a Sports Scholar – athletic ability; decision making under 
pressure; potential to respond to coaching; and a chance to demonstrate your 
particular skills in one or more specific sports. The assessment is made by Heads  
of specific sports and senior coaches.

Life at Rugby School
Rugby School is a co-educational day and boarding school for students aged  
13 – 18. We currently have 870 students. We are located in Rugby, in the county  
of Warwickshire in the West Midlands of England. 

Our ethos is ‘Whole Person Whole Point’. This encapsulates our commitment to 
an education and an environment that support students to acquire the skills, the 
knowledge and the attitudes to become genuinely whole people.

We welcome both day and boarding students. Currently, 75% of our students 
are boarders (of whom approximately 20% are international). We provide ‘full’ 
boarding which means that there are no weekly or flexi arrangements. Our facilities 
are open over the weekends so that students can practise their music, their sport 
and use the art and design studios. 

Our House system is integral to boarding. Each boarding house accommodates 
around 50 students, about 10 from each year group, so that friendships are made 
across the ages of 13 – 18. Importantly, there is no central dining at Rugby – 
everyone eats in their House. 
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Rugby School Sports Department, Horton Crescent,  
Rugby, Warwickshire CV22 5DJ

Telephone: 01788 556292 
Email: sports@rugbyschool.net 

www.rugbyschool.co.uk
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